
:MINUTES 
CALLED MEETING 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF CO.Ml\1ISSIONERS 
THURSDAY, JULY 13, 2017 

5:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman Terry R. 
Clark. The meeting was duly called and advertised for the purpose of discussion of the 
Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST). The meeting was 
duly called and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Chris Hunnicutt, Marc DeMott, Al 
Whittington, Paul Nagy, Johnny Hardin and Chairman Terry R. Clark. Also present were 
County Administrator Chas Cannon and County Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Luke P. Strong, Jr. 

ALSO PRESENT: David Zeanah, Colquitt County; Stanley Kirksey, Colquitt County; 
Justin H . Cox, Colquitt County; Tina Coleman, City of Moultrie; Audie Perry, City of 
Ellenton; Jim Matney, Colquitt Regional Medical Center; Richard Bass, Colquitt Regional 
Medical Center; Brooks Sheldon, Colquitt Regional Medical Center; Tommie Beth Willis, 
Chamber of Commerce; Lisa Clarke-Hill, City of Moultrie; Peter F. Dillard, City of 
Moultrie; Ferrell Ruis, City of Funston; Daniel Dunn, Economic Development Authority; 
Darrell Moore, Economic Development Authority; Mark Bridwell, City of Berlin; Kevin 
Branch, City of Doerun; Angela Castellow, City of Moultrie; Cecil Barber, City of Moultrie; 
Terry Peek, City of Moultrie; and Greg Monfort, City of Moultrie. 

Chairman Clark called upon Chas Cannon, County Administrator, to present information 
regarding the Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST). 

TRANSPORTATION SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX 
(T-SPLOST) OVERVIEW: Mr. Cannon began by thanking those in attendance as well 
as internal staff members who worked extensively on the development of the information to 
be presented regarding the Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(T-SPLOST). 

Mr. Cannon presented an overview of the Transportation Local Option Sales Tax 
(T-SPLOST), beginning with the history of the 2012 regional referendum, inclusive of 
Colquitt County voting results by district. 

Mr. Cannon noted that while T-SPLOST was created by legislation under HBI 70 in 2015, it 
was a county tax for funding capital projects as well as maintenance and operations. Mr. 
Cannon noted that T-SPLOST could only be initiated by the Board of Commissioners. 

Mr. Cannon reviewed statistical and financial information regarding Colquitt County's road 
infrastructure, emphasizing that resurfacing needs for county roads currently exceeded the 
county's ability to pay for them. As a result, Mr. Cannon noted that resurfacing of county 
roads over the next several years would be heavily dependent upon T-SPLOST. 
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T-SPLOST DETAILS: Mr. Cannon stated that the proposed T-SPLOST referendum 
would be of a five year duration, but unlike SPLOST, could be spent on both capital and 
operations. However, Mr. Cannon noted that proceeds would be limited to transportation 
related items only and would only be spent within Colquitt County. 

Benefits of T-SPLOST were discussed, to include the provision of additional revenue outside 
of property taxes and the fact that it would encompass a larger number of tax payers, not just 
property owners. 

Mr. Cannon stated that the two primary objectives ofT-SPLOST for Colquitt County would 
be to resurface county roads and to offset transportation related Genera l Fund expenses. 

Mr. Cannon presented a breakdown of the current sales tax with those in attendance. 

2018 T-SPLOST PROJECTIONS: Mr. Cannon stated that the average monthly 
SPLOST collections through June 2017 amounted to $438,848.00. As a result, Mr. Cannon 
stated that the most reasonable projected total collection amount based on the most current 
sales tax collection figures would be $25,500,000.00 

Regarding overages and shortages over the course of the referendum, Mr. Cannon stated that 
contingencies could be established in an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to address 
these issues. 

Discussion ensued regarding the benefits of an IGA. 

2018 T-SPLOST ALLOCATION: Mr. Cannon stated that the proposed allocation for 
T-SPLOST would be a very simple formula based on population and would include no Level 
1 projects. 

Mr. Cannon noted that, although all allocations go to the county and municipalities, cities 
and the county could decide to allocate some proceeds to the authorities. 

Mr. Cannon presented combined SPLOST and T-SPLOST allocations. 

Mr. Cannon stressed that two key things for the county and cities to address consisted of 
how to distribute overage or shortages in collections and if any overage would be allocated to 
any of the authorities. 

T-SPLOST TTh1ELINE: Mr. Cannon reviewed an overall timeline with those in 
attendance concerning the T - SPLOST. Mr. Cannon noted that if the T-SPLOST vote were 
to fail to pass, an entire calendar year would have to pass before calling for the referendum 
agam. 

Mr. Cannon noted that a resolution calling for the T-SPLOST referendum could only be 
adopted after all project lists had been compiled and as a result, listed August lWh as the 
project list deadline date for all entities. 
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Mr. Cannon stressed that Georgia Law prohibited governmental agencies from expending 
public funds for advertisements, flyers, mailings, or any other direct promotion in support of 
the approval of T-SPLOST. However, Mr. Cannon noted that local officials could utilize 
county or municipal funds to prepare descriptions of the T-SPLOST proposal and/ or to 
describe the impact ofT-SPLOST projects on the county and its citizens. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: Darrell Moore, President of the 
Economic Development Authority, reviewed a list of potential T-SPLOST projects and 
improvements. 

These projects consisted of, but were not limited to, road improvements at Citizens Business 
Park, a connector between GA Hwy 133 and US Hwy 319, various resurfacing and 
improvements at Moultrie - Colquitt County Industrial Park, and resurfacing of the runway 
located in Spencefield. 

COLQUITT COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY: Jim Matney, Chief Executive 
Officer of Colquitt Regional Medical Center, proposed a project to consist of the resurfacing 
of the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) parking lot at the hospital. 

Mr. Matney stated that the parking lot was heavily utilized by both emergency and non
emergency vehicles and was in need of resurfacing. 

Mr. Matney presented a breakdown of the estimated cost of the project and stated that the 
work could be performed over two consecutive weekends. In closing, Mr. Matney thanked 
the Board for their support. 

QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION: At this time, Mr. Cannon stated that he would 
take the opportunity to answer any questions anyone in attendance may have regarding the 
information presented. No questions were asked. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key dates regarding the upcoming 
T- SPLOST referendum. 

With no further business to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~, J(l'~.L 
Tei'.ry R.& lark =- @ 

Chairman 


